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Editor’s Note 
By Frank Kristensen 

 
 The European season finishes – to my knowledge – next weekend with the U19 Nordic 
Championships in Sweden, and the Danish season finishes today with the 9-man final, The 
Elming Bowl. It’s almost time to pack your gear away and wait for spring to bring another 

season. Luckily, I won’t have to do that just yet. 
 
Along with Frank Rasmussen, Denmark and Einar Bolstad, Norway, I will be going back to California to work 
some “college ball”. This time not alone, and this time two games. Friday night and Saturday afternoon. We’ll 
leave on 20 October and we will return 4 November, and of course that means that the next issue of the 
EFAF Officiating Newsletter will not come out until after our return. 
 
If everything goes to plan, we will meet a lot of officiating colleagues and we will get to watch both NFL and 
NCAA Div. I football, but stay tuned. You’ll get the full report next month. 
 

The owners of the NFL have a meeting on 6 October. Here 
they will decide the fait of the NFLE. They can decide to 
shut it down for ever, or they can decide to keep it running. 
With all the good friends we’ve made in the NFL and all the 

benefits we’ve reaped being associated with the NFLE over the years, I hope you will all join me in keeping 
all fingers crossed, that they decide to keep the NFLE alive. 
 
Enjoy the Newsletter. 
 
 
EFAF Clinic 
By Perttu Hautala, 
 
So far nothing else on our clinic except the date, it will be 20-22 January, 2006.  The venue is still open, but I 
think we will have more information on the topic after the meeting in Frankfurt on the last week-end of 
September. 
 
 
 
 
 

The owners of the NFL have a 
meeting on 6 October 



Working the (real) rulesbreakers 
By Thomas Hofbauer 
 

On Friday, September 22nd the „Bad boys“  played the „Sweethearts“ on a small field in 
Gerasdorf, a village about 50 kilometers south of Vienna.  Weather was perfect when they 
celebrated their annual sports festival within the closed surroundings of a youth prison. 
Somehow, the story is really complicated, with people involved who know somebody who is 

related to somebody who is a friend of...  and so on, they started a football program for the young people 
who have to spend a part of their lifetime in prison because they broke the rules of the community. 
 

Austrian federation got involved, press heard about the 
strange story and when a game was scheduled for the 
sports festival several officials volunteered to do the job 
for free.  We went there with a 5 man crew, 3 out of 
them carrying an EFAF license. 
People from local and national newspapers as well as a 

camera team from the Austrian Broadcasting Corporation were there to cover the event.  The VIP guests 
came from local politics, the relevant ministries and the football federation. 
The opponents were volunteers from different teams, including even starters from the Eurobowl champion.  
A local team sent their cheerleaders. 
With pretty girls cheering on both sides and a small firework the teams hit the field to give the spectators a 
show they had never seen before. 
The names of the teams already explained who was who and as in a wrestling contest the winner was 
already decided before the start of the game.  The local heroes won, though they were the „Bad Boys“.  I 
must admit that they had some really talented people on their team and everybody was well trained.  Though 
they suffered a lack of real game practice, they had what they needed to win.  The will to show the best they 
could and the basic skills to bring a victory home.  After an hour and thirty minutes the game ended with a 
32:25 win for the „Bad Boys“ over the nice „Sweethearts“. 
Discipline on both sides of the ball was perfect.  When the cheerleaders tossed themselves high in the air 
the question came up if they would be able to throw other people over the concrete wall.  That reminded us 
of where we were. 
After the game VIPs, players and officials were invited to a BBQ. 
Overall we had a great time there, moving around in classic striped shirts like we were the only ones who 
really belonged there. 
After 20 years of officiating there is still a new experience possible and I really enjoyed that one! 
By the way; The program will be continued, at least until after the upcoming elections are decided. 
 
 
Funny stuff   ���� 
By Frank Kristensen 
 
Football finally makes sense! 
A guy took his blonde girl friend to her first football game.  They had great seats right behind their team's 
bench.  After the game, he asked her how she liked the experience. 
"Oh, I really liked it," she replied," especially the cute guys with all the big muscles; but I just couldn't 
understand why they were killing each other over 25 cents." 
Dumbfounded, her date asked, "What do you mean?" 
"Well, I saw them flip a coin and one team got it and then for the rest of the game, all they kept screaming 
was: 
'Get the quarterback! Get the quarterback!' 
Helloooo? It's only 25 cents!" 
 
"I've never had major knee surgery on any other part of my body." 
Winston Bennett, University of Kentucky basketball forward 
 
"Half this game is ninety percent mental." 
Philadelphia Phillies Manager Danny Ozark 
 
"The word 'genius' isn't applicable in football.  A genius is a guy like Norman Einstein." 
Joe Theisman, NFL football quarterback and sports analyst 

… the question came up if they 
would be able to throw other people 
over the concrete wall.  That 
reminded us of where we were. 



 
 
Philosophy 101 
Mel Pons made the suggestion that we should have a segment in the Newsletter about philosophy just like 
we have rules quizzes.  I thought that sounded like a really good idea, so here we go. 
 

3.3 – Non-contact fouls 
 

1. Delay of game: 
a) If Team A is still in the huddle with 10 seconds to go, warn them verbally that they must hurry.  

Always throw the flag on the 25th second unless the snap is very imminent (i.e.  the quarterback 
is calling out “huts”).  The secret of reducing the number of delay of game penalties is to not 
hurry the ready for play.  In other words don’t give the teams the benefit at the end of the 25 
second period, give them the benefit at the start of it. 

b) After a score, it is a delay of game if either team is not on the field (or on the field but still in the 
huddle) within one minute regardless of whether the ready for play has been given or not.  For a 
first offence warn the Head Coach of the team rather than throw a flag. 

c) If no players from team B are ready to play when Team A is set to snap the ball following a 
timeout, penalise team B for delay of game.  Do not give Team A a free shot play. 

 
2. Players not within the nine-yard lines: On a scrimmage play, don’t call this unless it is obvious.  

On a free kick, the Umpire and the wing officials must ensure that all Team A players are within the 
nine-yard lines before signaling to the Referee that they are ready. 

3. False start: Movement by and offensive player is not a false start unless either (i) he moves on or 
both feet; (ii) it is sudden; or (iii) it causes a defensive player to react by entering the neutral zone.  If 
a running back misses the snap count and makes a sudden movement, it is a false start. 

4. Offside: 
a) When a defensive player, before the snap, moves and an offensive player subsequently moves, 

a conference between the Umpire and the wing officials is mandatory.  This is to determine if the 
defensive player was in the neutral zone and if the offensive player was threatened. 

b) When a defensive player, before the snap, obviously moves beyond (not simply into) the neutral 
zone, blow the whistle and call it as a dead-ball offside foul.  This is to protect the safety of Team 
A players. 

c) Don’t rule a defensive player offside if he is stationary and only intruding on the neutral zone by 
a trivial amount. 

d) Don’t be picky about offside, particularly on fields that are not marked perfectly. 
 

5. Illegal motion: A player is in illegal motion only if his forward movement is obvious. 
6. Ineligible receiver downfield: Call it only if it is obvious.  If a lineman blocks downfield, call it as 

ineligible downfield unless he goes far enough to block a linebacker or defensive back in pass 
coverage in which case call it as offensive pass interference. 

7. Kick catch interference: 
a) Anything that impedes the receiver from the opportunity to catch the ball should be called a foul.  

This includes: 
i. Contact with the receiver (however incidental). 
ii. Running menacingly close to the receiver; 
iii. Standing too close to the receiver; 
iv. Yelling while close to the receiver; 
v. Waving arms in front of the receiver; 
vi. Being positioned in front of the receiver in such a way that the receiver is forced to step 

around the opponent or change path in an effort to catch the ball. 
b) It is not a foul where: 

i. A Team A player runs past the racier without touching him or making him change course. 
ii. The receiver “gives up” his attempt to catch the kick too easily. 
iii. The receiver catches the ball and there was no contact and the extent of any non-contact 

interference is slight or in doubt.  Don’t award cheap 15-yard penalties. 
c) A player who viciously contacts a potential kick receiver has committed a flagrant personal foul 

and should be disqualified.  Give only the personal foul signal (not the signal for kick catch 
interference) in this case. 



d) The player who catches a kick must be given unimpeded opportunity to complete the catch 
before being contacted. 

 
8. Intentional grounding: Never call it if the passer was contacted while in the act of throwing the ball, 

of if the ball is touched.  Under these circumstances you must assume the passer intended to throw 
the ball to a receiver.  You must not call intentional grounding if the passer throws the ball away 
when not under defensive pressure – he is entitled to waste a down if he is in no danger of being 
sacked.  Don’t call it if the pass is intercepted. 

9. Illegal substitution: If a replaced player is still technically on the field of play at the snap, but he is 
well out of the way (within a few yards of the sideline) and no opponent is reacting to his movement 
off the field, then don’t call it.  Similarly if substitutes enter the field momentarily before the ball is 
dead but don’t interfere with play, then don’t call it.  If a team breaks its huddle with 12 or more 
players, this confuses the opposition and should always be penalised. 

10. Failure to wear mandatory equipment: Regard failure to have a mouthpiece or to secure all points 
of a chinstrap as seriously as failure to wear a helmet.  If you observe a player leaving the huddle 
without a mouthpiece or chinstraps, remind him to secure his equipment.  Players who ignore the 
reminder must be penalised, but give quarterbacks and other players calling signals more time to do 
so.  Restricted linemen can be penalised as soon as they place a hand on or near the ground.  The 
same procedure applies to players wearing opaque shields. 

11. Illegal equipment: Anything that might be a risk to participant safety must be dealt with before the 
ball is next put in play.  Other infringements may be left for the player to rectify next time he leaves 
the field, but must be rectified for him to return. 

 
 
Mermaid Bowl XVII – The Danish Final 
By Frank Kristensen 
 

The Danish National League season 2005 has been the most exciting one ever. Never before 
have we had so many surprises and so many games, where no-one dared to pick a winner 
before the game.  
Our semifinals were perfect examples. The first game was decided on the very last play of the 

game with a failed hail mary pass. The Knights beat the Razorbacks 33-28 to advance to the final. 
The second game had its failed hail mary pass on fourth down with 2 seconds left on the clock, so that game 
was just as exciting. Here the Kings beat the defending champions, the Monarchs 12-7. 
 

Needless to say that 14 days later, the Mermaid Bowl was 
hyped up to be a fantastic game, and there was no clear 
favorite between the two teams. 
I had been picked to work the Referee spot, and I was in 

charge of one the best crews ever to work the final. I was really fortunate.  
5 EFAF officials and 2 up-and-coming very talented officials. R-Frank Kristensen. U-Ulrik Hybler. H-Alex 
Henriksen. L-Frank Rasmussen. B-Jens Toft. F-Martin Mikkelsen. S-Lars Grindsted. 
 
Before the game I had been told that the presentation of the players would begin at 2.45. The National 
Anthem would be played at 2.55, and we would have the coin toss at 2.58. I was worried that we would run 
out of time, so I had the wings talk to the captains beforehand to make sure that they were ready right after 
the anthem, so we would be able to kick off right at 3.00. As it turned out neither team wanted presentation 
of individual players, so all of a sudden we were ready for the coin toss at 2.53. Everybody was waiting for 
us, so I thought, let’s just get this over with, and after a very looooong coin toss, we were ready at 2.57 at 
witch point one of the TV people comes running onto the field and asks me if we can delay the kick off until 
3.02, so they have time to finish their pre-game warm-up. The Federation likes the coverage, so I say ok, 
and I make sure we tell both teams.  
By the way, this game also marked the first time ever, that we have had two competing TV-stations covering 
the same game. 
 
After 4 very long minutes, where I had the pleasure of talking to some of the older players about how we 
never would have thought – 10 years ago – that we would be standing here, waiting for TV to give us the ok 
for the kickoff, it was 3.01 and I had the H ask one of the camera-guys, if they were ready and he said, they 
were more or less just waiting for us now!!  

I can’t wait to hear what Einar will 
say in his review. ���� 



They also have to get used to communicating with us, but in any event, that was a very interesting start to 
the game. A game, which in my eyes turned out to be just as exciting as the two semis. Well, almost. 
As for the officiating, it went very well. We had 16 fouls, and 12 of them were procedural stuff at the line of 
scrimmage. It is an absolute pleasure to work a game between two disciplined teams. 
 
The game was – for all intends and purposes – over with 1:21 left in the fourth quarter when the Kings went 
ahead by 16-6, but what went before the score was also a first in Mermaid Bowl history. 
The Kings got the ball with 11:41 to play in the fourth quarter. We play 12 minute quarters. They are up by a 
score, 13-6 and they know that “all” they have to do, is hold on to the ball as long as possible and milk the 
clock.  
On this drive they managed to run 17 plays (15 runs and 2 completed passes), convert 3 third downs and 
run off a very impressing 10 minutes and 20 seconds on the clock before they kicked the field goal. They 
eventually won the game 23-6, but this drive was just a thrill to watch. 
 
Afterwards, I have had a chance to watch the game on Internet-TV and also on DVD, and I still feel the crew 
worked a very good game. I can’t wait to hear what Einar will say in his review. � 
 
 
TASO Quiz 
1.  Team A punts on 4th and 10 from 50.  The ball crosses the neutral zone where A33 first touches at the B 
35-yardline.  The ball rolls and B45 picks up ball at B 30-yardline.  B88 clips at B 30-yardline during the run 
by B35 who fumbles at the B 45-yardline and A99 recovers and advances to B10.  During A99’s run, A55 
clips at B 25-yardline. 
 
2.  1st and 10, on A's 35.  QB A17 hands off to A33 who slants to A's 44 where he is downed.  A78 trap 
blocks B65 on A's 34 with a clip in the 6 x 10 zone. 
 
3.  B77 is splitting the gap between A65 and A70.  Prior to the snap, B77 breaks into the neutral zone.  A65 
immediately moves. 
 
4.  3rd and 4, on B's 36.  Eligible receiver A83 comes off the line and blocks B56 on B's 37.  A14's legal 
forward pass is thrown to A81 on the other side of the field.  A81 catches the pass on B's 22 and is downed 
on B's 18. 
 
5.  Before the ball is thrown, wide receiver A88 slants to the inside where B44, the backer, attempts to block 
him.  A88 uses his hands to shove B44 away. 
 
6.  2nd and 6 on A's 10.  QB A18 hands the ball off to running back A33, who runs to A's 16 where he is 
tackled.  A70 held on A's 8. 
 
7.  A's ball, 1st and 10, on the 50.  QB A16 is scrambling outside the pocket and throws a forward pass from 

A's 44.  The pass hits ineligible receiver A67 in the back on 
A's 49 and falls incomplete on B's 48.  No eligible Team A 
player has a reasonable opportunity to catch the ball. 
 

8.  2nd and 12 on A's 36.  A83 steps on the sideline while running his pass pattern.  A83, while airborne, 
receives a legal forward pass, lands inbounds and advances for a touchdown. 
 
9.  4th and 3 on B's 41.  A21 runs to B's 35 where he fumbles.  A21 catches or recovers the fumble on B's 33 
and advances to B's 29. 
 
10.  4th and 2 on A's 12.  A23 runs wide and fumbles while in A's end zone.  A63 catches or recovers the ball 
on A's 4. 
 
 
Answers 
1.  A did not foul before last gaining possession, so they can either accept offsetting fouls or invoke the 
"clean hands" exception.  (The clean hands exception applies only to the team in possession at the end of 
the down.) If A invokes the exception, declining B88's penalty, B would then decline A55's penalty in order to 

QB A16 is scrambling outside the 
pocket and throws a forward 
pass… 



accept the illegal touching privilege; B's 1st & 10 @ B-35.  If A instead accepts offsetting fouls, the down is 
replayed as usual. 
 
2.  A78 was on the line of scrimmage at the snap.  The block was in the 6 x 10 zone.  The ball had not left 
the 6 x 10 zone at the time of the block.  Legal block.  A's ball, 2nd and 8, on A's 37. 
 
3.  Dead ball foul.  Offside by Team B. 
 
4.  Offensive pass interference.  The legal forward pass crossed the neutral zone.  The 15-yard penalty is 
enforced from the previous spot.  There is no loss of down.  A's ball, 3rd and 19, on A's 49. 
 
5.  Team A foul, offensive pass interference, if the legal 
forward pass crosses the neutral zone.  If B44's initial 
contact was below the waist and beyond the neutral zone, 
Team B also has fouled and the live ball fouls offset. 
 
6.  A33's run ended beyond the neutral zone.  The spot of A70's holding foul, A's 8, is behind the previous 
spot, A's 10.  The 10-yard penalty is enforced from the previous spot, A's 10.  A's ball, 2nd and 11, on A's 5. 
 
7.  Incomplete legal forward pass.  The pass landed beyond the neutral zone. 
 
8.  Legal advance.  However, Team B will accept the penalty for the illegal touching.  The penalty carries a 
loss of down but no distance penalty.  A's ball, 3rd and 12, on A's 36. 
 
9.  Legal advance since A21 regained player possession of his fumble.  A's ball, 1st and 10, on B's 29. 
 
10.  The ball is dead when caught or recovered by A63.  The ball is returned to the spot of the fumble.  
Safety. 
 
 
By the book 
In each of the following you are given a situation and at least two possible answers.  You are to decide which 
answer or answers are correct.  Note: In kicking situations, K is the kicking team, R the receiving team. 
Answers appear at the end of the Newsletter. 
 
1.  Fourth and 12 on team K’s 10 yardline.  K1’s short punt lands on team K’s 45 yardline and bounces high 
into the air.  After the ball strikes the ground, R2 gives a fair-catch signal and recovers the ball while on his 
knee at team K’s 40 yardline. 

a. There is no foul. 
b. R2’s fair-catch signal results in a foul. 
c. Had R2 not been on his knee when he recovered the ball, he could have advanced. 
d. The ball is dead when R2 recovers it. 

 
2.  Fourth and 12 on team K’s 10 yardline.  While K1’s punt is airborne beyond the neutral zone, R2 gives a 
valid fair-catch signal.  After the ball hits the ground and is rolling at team K’s 45 yardline, R2 blocks K3.  K4 
downs the ball at the 50 yardline. 

a. There is no foul. 
b. There is no foul as long as R2’s block is above the waist and in the front of K3. 
c. R2 is guilty of UNC. 
d. R2 is guilty of an illegal block. 

 
3.  A1 throws the ball toward the opponent’s goalline from behind the neutral zone with an underhand 
motion.  Eligible receiver A2 catches the ball beyond the line of scrimmage.  A1’s act is termed: 

a. A legal forward lateral. 
b. An illegal forward lateral. 
c. A legal lateral. 
d. A legal backward pass. 
e. A legal forward pass. 

 
4.  The snapper: 

Team A foul, offensive pass 
interference… 



a. May be positioned with his shoulders perpendicular to the opponent’s goalline. 
b. May lock legs with the linemen on either side of him. 
c. May be contacted immediately after the ball is snapped regardless of the play situation or formation 

used by team A. 
d. Can, under certain circumstances, be an eligible receiver at the snap. 

 
5.  Third and six on team A’s 20 yardline.  B3 is the 12th team B player on the field as A1 throws a legal 
forward pass that is caught by A2.  After advancing, A2 is downed at team B’s 30 yardline. 

a. Team B is guilty of illegal participation. 
b. Team B is guilty of illegal substitution. 
c. The exact penalty depends on whether or not B3 participated in or influenced the play. 
d. If accepted, the penalty is enforced from the previous spot. 
e. If accepted, the penalty is enforced from team B’s 30 yardline. 

 
Reprinted with written permission from Referee Magazine.  For subscription information contact Referee Magazine, PO 

Box 161, Franksville, Wis.  53216; phone 262/632-8855; e-mail: referee@referee.com; web: www.referee.com 
 
 
EFAF Official profile 
Name: Per Simonsson 
Age: 30 
Job: Researching Economic history, Teaching Economics and statistics all at Stockholm university 
Years as official: 10 
Years as EFAF: 4 
Highlights: EJC-championship Moscow, lots of fun!  
Highlights as national official: A division II game in 96.  Two teams known for brawling, and this was the 
game that would decide the promotion to division I Went there forced to wear the white hat (which I never 
really cared for) with a very inexperienced crew.  Anyways, game was 20-20 as the last play was about to go 
down.  The offense were driving for the winning score, but threw the INT.  On the return, which went for a 
team B-TD, they threw a BBW, clock expired.  Result: Untimed down team B.  Incomplete Hail-mary, game 
over 20-all.  Anyways, our crew managed the game very well, nothing got out of hand, very few flags, and 
we were right on top of anything bad that was about to happen.  Got compliments form both teams after the 
game.  This is still one of the very few games I'm proud of.  The entire crew somehow rose to the occasion, 
and really worked to manage the game, it was just such a good feeling.   
Did you play football: Yes 
Highlight as a player: Two junior championship-games, As a senior, the last game of 94 against the division 
leaders.  If we lost, we would be relegated to division II.  We defied the odds and beat them, and in the 
process, kicked Michael Eriksson's team to division II.  Still fun. 
What do you do to improve: Game tapes, game tapes and game tapes.  Study and think critically of 
mechanics.  Talk football with non-officials as much as possible. 
 
 
Practical stuff 
I have received an error message for these email addresses, so if there is any problems with the below 
addresses, please let me know. 
 
oliver@wintgenundpartner.de 
we@chello.at 
 
 
By the book - Answers 
1: a, d.  (4-1-3-g) 
2: d.  (6-5-4 pen) 
3: e.  (2-19-2-a) 
4: b, d.  (2-27-8, 7-3-3-a) 
5: a, d.  (9-1-4-b) 
 
 

Views and comments expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the EFAF Officiating 
Department.  Articles and such may be shortened or edited. 


