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Editor’s Note 
By Frank Kristensen 
 

Happy New-year and welcome to the 4th year of the EFAF Newsletter.  When I changed the text 
in the yellow box above this text, I just couldn’t believe we’re entering our fourth year and this is 
the 31st issue of the Newsletter.   
Since the first issue came out, I have worked 75 games. 15 of them have been EFAF games 

and another 16 of them have been Danish Playoff games.  I have worked in five different countries, three 
different time zones and two different continents.  Of the 75 games, four have been as H, four have been as 
U, six have been as L, eight have been as S, 11 have 
been as B, 14 have been as F and 28 have been as R.  
How is that for useless trivia, but it just goes to show you 
how much has happened while the Newsletter has been 
running. 
 

For most of us, the new season is still a few months away, 
but there is not time to waist.  I once heard someone say; 
Don’t officiate to get into shape, get into shape to officiate.  
That means get out the old running shoes, get on the old 

bike, jump in the old pool, do whatever it is you have to do, to lose those extra kilos you picked this 
Christmas season, so you are able to stay focused and concentrated in the fourth quarter.  Once you get 
tired, the first thing to go, is your concentration, and that is where we as officials screw up.  
 
Enjoy the Newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since the first issue came out, I 
have worked 75 games. 

Don’t officiate to get into shape, 
get into shape to officiate. 



 
EFAF Clinic 
By Perttu Hautala, 
 
With this letter we invite to the 
 

EFAF Officiating Clinic 
 
January 13-15, 2006 at Milano (Italy) 
 
Start:  Saturday 14, 2006 at 09.00 h (09.00 a.m.) 
End:  Sunday 15, 2006  at 13.00 h (01.00 p.m.) 
 
at  
 
ATAHOTEL EXECUTIVE 
Viale Don Luigi Sturzo 45 
20154 Milan – ITALY 
www.atahotels.it 
 
 
Clinic Topics : 
Saturday : Topics Clinician 
09.30 Opening and Welcome 
09.40 Ten most common mistakes in officiating Jim Briggs 
10.10 OPI and DPI incl. Holding und unnecessary roughness Lars Bernstein 
10.30 EFAF Review - Part ONE Ari Olilla 
11.10 COFFEE BREAK 
11.25 Working the sideline incl. reverse mechanics Thomas Hofbauer 
11.50 NCAA Tape - Part ONE Peter Springwald 
12.20 Newsletter Frank Kristensen 
12.30 LUNCH 
14.00 All around blocking Veikko Lamminsalo 
14.30 EFAF Review - Part TWO Ari Olilla 
15.10 COFFEE BREAK 
15.25 NCAA Tape - Part TWO Peter Springwald 
15.55 Basic Spot Frank Kristensen 
16.35 Assignments Peter Springwald 
16.50 NFL-E Mel Pons 
 DINER 
Sunday  
09.30 EFAF Review - Part THREE Ari Olilla 
10.00 Just call what you see and make it be there Antonio Pierattelli 
10.30 Code of ethics for officials Perttu Hautala 
10.40 COFFEE BREAK 
10.55 NCAA Tape - Part THREE Peter Springwald 
11.20 Review Committee Ari Olilla 
11.50 Communication in the deep Thomas Hofbauer 
12.15 Game papers and statistics Peter Springwald 
12.45 Equipement problems Perttu Hautala 
13.00 Closing comments Board 
13.15 LUNCH 
 
 
 
 
 



NCAA Bulletin number 2 
1.  Fourth and nine at the Team B 45 yard line.  Team A is in a scrimmage kick formation with 
eight linemen (only four are numbered 50-79) and three backs.  A80 is the right end with A21 
positioned as the right tackle.  Prior to the snap, A80 shifts and becomes a back with A21 now the 
right end.  The following scrimmage kick is dead at the one yard line.  Ruling: If the illegal 

formation penalty is accepted, it will be fourth and 14 at the 50 yard line (1-4-2-b). 
 
2.  Despite pregame warnings, several Team A players violate the sock rule (1-4-4-h) on the opening kick off.  
Ruling: Following the kick, a team timeout is charged to 
Team A.  Since it is not a danger to opponents, the 
player(s) may participate with no future penalty (1-4-6). 
 
3.  Television replay equipment is prohibited in the press box and all other locations within the playing 
enclosure for coaching or officiating purposes.  Exception: THREE designated persons may use video 
review equipment in a closed to the public and secure area.  This is only permissible in conferences 
receiving NCAA Football Rules Committee approval.  Ruling: Violations are subject NCAA sanction (1-1-7-c). 
 
4.  A89, in an attempt to prevent a scrimmage kick from penetrating the plane of the opponent's goal line, 
uses a pushing or scooping motion to change the direction of the ball backward.  Ruling: Legal.  This is a 
form of batting and therefore subject to batting rules (2-10-3, 9-4-1-c). 
 
5.  An airborne receiver of either team receives a forward pass and changes the direction of the ball toward 
an inbounds team mate who completes the catch.  Ruling: The airborne receiver has batted the forward pass 
and the subsequent catch is legal (2-2-7-c, 2-10-3, 9-4-1-a). 
 
6.  Runner a27 is leaning forward as he steps on the sideline at the Team B 40 yard line.  The dead ball is 
placed at the 40 yard line for measurement.  Ruling: The ball should be placed at its most forward position 
when declared dead (5-1-3-a). 
 

7.  Following B17's valid fair catch signal, B22 recovers 
the rolling kick and advances the ball more than two 
steps.  Ruling: Delay of game.  The whistle must sound 

immediately following possession to alert players of the dead ball thereby avoiding this penalty (4-1-3-g, 6-5-
2). 
 
8.  During a try, B37 intercepts a forward pass and has a clear field to the goal line when he makes an 
obscene gesture toward the nearest opponent.  Ruling: Team B's score is cancelled and Team B is 
penalized on the succeeding kick off or the succeeding spot in extra periods (8-3-2, 8-3-3-d-2, 8-3-4-a,b,c). 
 
9.  A3 sprints toward a sideline and punts the ball from behind the neutral zone while still running.  Ruling: 
Legal.  A3 has the same status as a runner or passer.  He has protection from roughing or running into the 
kicker only when it is obvious that a scrimmage kick will occur.  To gain this protection he must stop and 
assume the stance of an obvious kicker (2-15-10, 9-1-2-e-4, 9-1-3-a). 
 
10.  Passer A8 has just released a forward pass when airborne B75 contacts him with violent helmet-to-
helmet contact.  Ruling: Roughing the passer with disqualification possible.  Football players are great 
athletes who must control the use of the body extremities (Points of Emphasis Defenseless Players, 9-1-2-
l,m,n). 
 
11.  A37 violently blocks B19 as he nonchalantly jogs towards the conclusion of a play.  Ruling: Live ball 
personal foul.  Possible disqualification (Points of 
Emphasis Defenseless Players, 9-1-2-j,l,m,n). 
 
12.  During Team A's successful field goal kick, Team B 
fouls more than three yards beyond the neutral zone.  
Ruling: The penalty is declined by rule.  The field goal 
counts and Team A may not accept the penalty and replay the down (10-2-2-e-3, AR 10-2-2-XXIV). 
 
 

Team A is in a scrimmage kick 
formation with eight linemen… 

Following B17’s valid fair catch… 

A37 violently blocks B19 as he 
nonchalantly jogs towards the 
conclusion of a play.  Ruling:… 



Sideline Procedures 
By Jerry Courtney 
 
Our operation or procedure on the control of the sideline (coaches, players, etc.) continues to be an on-going 
problem.  We can report, complain and worry about how to handle it (the sideline problem).  Will this improve 
the situation?  
We have almost absolute authority on the field.  The coaches know this and that is probably what scares 
them the most.  We have the power to destroy them and they can do very little about it.  How do we temper 
and soften this concept of absolute authority and portray an attitude of fair and balanced use of this authority 
with our objective being to maintain balance, safety, and fairness according to the rules of the game?  
In the games we have used this system we have had very 
few problems and the couple we had were cleaned up 
immediately and never developed into an issue.  Our 
position on this system is simply that it will not solve all 
problems, but the early and often control of the sidelines 
heads off later problems.   
 
I.  Step One- Pre Game  
a.  Go over procedure with wing officials (6 man crew).  Both officials on both sidelines must work the 
system.  Very important and will make success much easier!  
B.  The success or failure depends on their persistence.   
C.  They must be given the ability to warn and penalize as a last resort.   
D.  Constantly support and help the sideline officials.   
E.  When we have to flag them we have failed.   
 
II.  R & U.  Go over the procedure with the head coach at the conference before the game stressing the 
safety and efficiency of sideline cooperation.  Be cognizant of your conduct in regard to the following.   
A.  Body language—open and easy.   
B.  Voice tone—easy and friendly.   
C.  Never demanding or confrontational.   
D.  Control of self—think before opening mouth.   
E.  Request coaches, captains and players help.  Ask head coach if he has a “get back coach” – a coach 
responsible for helping keep the sideline clear.   
F.  Ask coach to help keep players language cleaned up.   
G.  Procedure: (If sidelines are properly marked, there will be a coaching line 2 yards off the sideline with the 
area between the coaching line and the sideline marked in white, and there will be a second team line 2 
yards behind the coaching line.  When we have this arrangement on the sideline, coaches are asked to stay 
behind the coaching line while the ball is in play and prior to every kick down – players are reminded to stay 
behind the team line except when they are entering or returning from the field.  When there is a single line, 
then the following procedure is OK.  But we try to have a clear 2 yard belt between sideline and people.)  
 
1.  Players behind line always, except those going and coming from the game.   
2.  Coaches behind players line on all kicks.   
3.  Coaches back when play in their area.   
 
D.  On the field procedure  
 
A.  Meet (get back) coaches—tell them they are going to think we are more concerned about sidelines than 
the game on the field, but that we are really trying to keep that from ever being an issue during the game, so 
we will constantly be asking for their help during dead ball periods.  Good point – they will sometimes 
comment, especially when they are unusually stressed, that we are too concerned about the sidelines – but 
a gentle reminder during the game if this comes up: “Coach, we are concerned about safety everywhere.” Is 
usually all that’s needed. 
B.  Stress our effort to handle this getting back during dead ball periods and refrain from official warning if 
possible.   
C.  Keep as much conversation going as the coaches want (not too much, but always their for them). 
D.  Do not get upset when coaches or players forget our procedure and yell foul language, but do address it 
with them immediately.  Example: “Coach, do you believe this type conversation will help your team?” Ask 
coach or captains to help with problem players immediately.  Never allow the situation to run on and get out 
of hand. 

The coaches know this, and that is 
probably what scares them the 
most. 



E.  We must control our emotions and never take what is said personally. 
F.  There are many people (coaches, AD’s, college officials) who might take care of this problem, but it 
seems to be falling to us.  We can do this. 
G.  We must control ourselves first, our emotions, our mouths, and our body language.  This is excellent 
training for life.  I make no claim that I am good at it but I do keep working on it. 
H.  On field: Procedure to follow for L/J- F/J- H- S/J  
1.  Players and coaches behind player’s line on kick-offs and scrimmage kicks.  Agree – DO NOT START a 
kick off with even one person out near the sideline – hold up the kick off (be sure U and R understand that 
we may need a bit of extra time prior to kick offs to get the sideline in shape) until things are “perfect” – 
amazing how this carries over through the rest of the game. 
2.  Players behind line always. 
3.  Coaches back in addition when ball their side in the area. 
4.  While coaches may be at sideline near or on field while sending in play, we must back them up at their 
sideline. 
5.  At T/O, player to sideline kept and moved to within 5 yds. of sideline—moved back always when they get 
out (do it every single time). 
6.  The words (please, yes sir, no sir, and help) should be used a lot. 
7.  Compliment them when they do good.  Agree – those compliments help immensely – no one really likes 
the constant reminders, however gentle, to “please move back – thank you” – but an occasional, “thanks 
guys, good job” helps alleviate the natural tendency to get edgy from those reminders. 
8.  Watch body language and voice tone. 
9.  Be alert for coaches on the field when they are not supposed to be there.  Injuries, time outs and 
quarters. 
10.  Take every opportunity during dead ball time to stress moving back. 
11.  Do NOT swing arms out in pushing motion back, but rather spread arms and use your voice to move 
them back. 
Try to move them back without bringing attention to yourself and the team and tell them that is what you are 
doing. 
12.  Thank them for their cooperation at the end of game and at half-time if they are doing good and every 
time they respond to the prompting. 
13.  R and U have to be aware of your attention to the procedure especially before kick-offs and give them 
time. 
14.  Take safety seriously – but don’t take yourself so seriously that you are not approachable and friendly to 
the young men playing the game.  Treat both coaches and players with respect and kindness in so far as 
they will permit you to do so and then a little bit further. 
 
 
Websites of interest 
By Frank Kristensen, Newsletter editor 
 
Max is the man!!! He has managed to set up a chat room for us.  Go to http://lnx.huddle.org/chatphp and 
register.  This is a chat room exclusively for us officials, and my suggestion is this: 
 
We can meet online every Wednesday at 8 PM standard European time.  We can use this forum to talk 
about rules, mechanics, philosophy or anything else we want.  We can use situations from our own games or 
we can use quizzes either our own or from the US. 
We can also use this chat room to prepare for our upcoming EFAF games.  The only limit is our own 
imaginations. 
 
Our first meeting will be January 4, at 8 PM.  I hope to see a lot of you there. 
 
I would also like to thank Einar Bolstad, Norway and Alex Henriksen, Denmark for supplying these links.  
This may end up as a standard section in the Newsletter, if I keep getting the info, so please feel free to send 
me links to any sites of interest for officials. 
 
http://www.eaifo2.org/ 
http://www.zoomerang.com/survey.zgi?p=WEB224VLQUN995 
http://www.nadfo.org/ 
http://www1.ncaa.org/membership/governance/division_I/champ_cabinet/June_2005/PFLS_Supp_2.htm 
 



Also, check out www.efaf.org.  Go to Officiating and then go to Newsboard.  The Name is “Officiating” and 
the Password is “flag483”.  Here we can post anything of interest to us all.  Use it and let’s see how it works. 
 
 
Viking Tour ’05 – Part 3 
By Frank Kristensen, Newsletter editor 
 

Just to recap, our dinner with the first crew ended at around midnight, and we were pretty tired.   
Our day had started at around 5AM in NY, (2 AM in CA) and we had flown NY-LAX-SFO, 
checked in to the hotel, spent time with Jeff, and worked a 60 minute game.  No wonder we 

were tired, but remember Jeff's new assignment? He 
now had a game at Cal the next day, but not knowing 
this, when he left Fresno that morning, he had not 
brought his uniform, so early the next morning he would 
have to go back to Fresno (three hours each way) to get 
everything. 
 
However, that was not all, and this is where we got dragged into the story.  As a practical joke, Jeff's BJ had 
"stolen" his shirt after their last game, so that was not with the rest of his gear.  Luckily the BJ lived in SF, so 
we had to go by his house, up in the hills, and pick up the shirt before we could return to the hotel and our 
well-deserved beauty sleep.  It was interesting to drive up into the SF hills and see the fog, but it was also 
nice to hit the pillow with the back of our heads!! � 
 
Saturday morning.  Game day! Again! This time with a better idea what to expect, and a good night's rest 
behind us.  We were ready! 
We started the day hanging out at the hotel.  We had breakfast with Arnold and Daphne, and we tried to 
relax as much as possible, but let me get right to the football-part.  The FJ on our second crew had agreed to 
come pick us up, and Jeff had told us he looked a lot like a Danish official nick-named Hash, and he did.  We 
knew right away when we saw him, what Jeff had meant.  "Hash" is a reference to the grass on the field and 
not the grass in the pipe. 
Our FJ's name was also Jeff, and as it turned out he was a Chief at a local fire department, so he and Frank 
R had lots to talk about.  Frank has given up his career as a military police officer and is now also a chief at a 
fire department. 
 
The drive to Diablo Valley College was very pretty and we drove away from the coast, which meant that the 
temperature rose around 10 degrees, which is always nice.  It cannot get hot enough for me. 
As soon as we got there, we met with the R and the U, and we got under way. 
The time schedule and the procedure was the same as Friday night.  Pre-game first, and then out to the field 
one hour before kick off to observe the teams, the players, the formations and do the rest of our 
preparations. 
 
The field was old-fashioned turf, and the game was a lot different from the night before.  Friday night we 
were full of anticipation, adrenalin, and excitement.  Saturday, we knew what to expect, so the game seemed 
slower and at a lower intensity.  It didn't help that the home team won comfortably. 
About the game itself, there is not much to tell.  Einar, once again was LJ, I was SJ again, but Crazy Frank 
had moved away from the U spot to the HL spot, so we shared a sideline, which was fun, especially when 
we spoke Danish to each other and the players got confused. 
There was one situation on a PAT, where the away team had trouble getting the right defensive personnel 

on the field, so they moved players on and off the field right 
until the snap.  The FJ and I had an 11-count, and then I 
see a player out of the corner of my eye (while I was 
watching the 25-second clock) come onto the field, and a 

little bit of doubt made me wonder if he was number 12 on the way in, or if he had been number 11 on his 
way out and had been sent back in, but before I could recount the ball was snapped! 
Right after the play, I tried to run between the bench and the players on the field, but one of the players 
almost got by me, so I called him over to me while I was trying, frantically, to count again.  He got very 
confused when I yelled to Frank (in Danish) to help me count the defense because he thought I was yelling 
at him.  Luckily, as it turned out, it was number 11 coming back in and not number 12 participating illegally.  
� 

As a practical joke, Jeff’s BJ had 
“stolen” his shirt after their last 
game, so… 

…but before I could recount, the 
ball was snapped. 



Ball relay was also a bit easier second time around.  Each team supplies two ball and they both want to play 
with only their own balls, so after every change of possession, we had to change balls, and we couldn't just 
get a ball from the sideline nearest to the dead ball spot.  It had to be from the sideline of the team in 
possession.  Very confusion, but it did get better in the second game.  At least, that is what I try to tell myself.  
:-)  
The ball boys actually belonged to the Diablo Valley Baseball Team, which meant that the entire game, they 
insisted on calling us "Blue".  Apparently they had not yet realised, that we did not wear the blue uniforms of 
baseball umpires. 
 
I also tried to incorporate Jeff's suggestions into my mechanics for the second game.  For example, when I 

had DOG, instead of running all the way in to the R, I ran in 
a few steps and showed him the DOG signal. 
 
Arnold and Daphne also came to the second game, and 
Arnold was convinced - and very vocal about it - that I got 

burned on one play in the second half.  Here is what really happened.  � 
 
It was a long pass play that ended up with the runner stepping out of bounds at the B1.  As I was getting to 
the goalline, naturally, I had to slow down, so as not to overrun it, and as the runner stepped on the sideline 
just before entering the end zone, I had to come back to the out-of-bounds spot, to mark the forward 
progress. 
While it may have appeared as if the runner passed me in the field of play, in reality he did not.  That is my 
story and I'm sticking to it!  � 
 
Sunday morning.  NFL-day!  
Before going to the Stadium, we stopped by their hotel and meet the game's NFL crew.  The referee, Pete 
Morelli, is a good friend of Jeff's.  The HL, George Hayward had been one of Einar's NFLE observers and he 
had visited us in Copenhagen, and I had met the SJ Jeff Lamberth last year when he was on Walt 
Anderson's crew.  It was good to see familiar faces and nice to meet new ones. 
 
Last year my very first live NFL game was at Candle Stick Point, but Jeff had told us that the 49'er fans were 
"nothing" compared to the Raider fans, and as it turned out, he certainly was right.  We got the Coliseum 
early so that we would have enough time to soak up the tail-gating.  Jeff dropped us off and then he drove 
out to a train (BART) station, where he could park and to the train in. 
 
The Vikings enjoyed a walk around the parking lot, looking 
at all the crazy people and let's just say; There were a lot 
of them!! We decided to go in to see the teams warm up 
and maybe even catch a glimpse of the crew during their 
on field pre-game duties, and everything went without 
problems for Einar and Frank.  However, they didn't like my backpack.  It didn't matter that they were more 
than welcome to search it.  Unless it was completely transparent, I couldn't bring it.  Some people had 
actually left their backpacks on the lawn, but I didn't want to do that, so we called Jeff, who was just about to 
park the car, and unfortunately he had to come back with the car, and then drive back out to the train station. 
Sometimes you learn the hard way. 
 
Our seats were opposite the press box down towards one end zone, so our row only had 6 seats.  We took 
up four of them and a young couple took up the last two seats. 
This is where the "small world" reference from last month comes in, because after a while, they overheard us 
speaking Danish, and it turned out that they were also Danes, living in Copenhagen.  And they knew some of 
the players that we know too and often officiate.  What are the odds? 
There is not too much to say about the game.  We saw a freak (or is it a super freak?) a fat Pollack kick field 
goals and some very good football players, and of course we saw the officials, who did a good game.  Frank 
and Einar were rooting for George and I was rooting for Jeff.  In the end, the Raiders beat the Bills. 
 
After the game, we drove the 3 hours to Fresno, stopping at a Scandinavian Restaurant.  Yes, they have 
those in the Valley of California.  It was good to see Jeff's family again. 
Monday was another football-day, where we visited the stadium of the Fresno State Bulldogs, and we even 
go to see a little bit of their practice.  I was impressed at how quickly the Head Coach spotted us and came 

This is where the “small world“ 
reference from last month comes 
in, because… 

Apparently, they had not realized, 
that we did not wear the blue 
uniforms of baseball umpires. 



over to see who we were.  Apparently he was afraid of spies from their upcoming opponent.  Apart from a 
ton of assistant coaches we also saw some NFL scouts. 
 
That night we watched Monday Night Football on Jeff's new 50 inch flat screen.  I could definitely get used to 
that.  I also got to say hi to a lot of the people I had met last year, which was great. 
Tuesday we took a break from football and drove up to Yosemite National Park and spent the day in the 
company of nature and great scenery.  Wednesday we got up really early to start our trip back to the Big 
Apple.  The trip went without a hitch, even though we had to make a couple of tight connections.  
Wednesday night we arrived at our hotel, and we were ready for the next stage of our adventure. 
So stay tuned for next time, when we go inside MSG, onboard a battleship, to Ground Zero and of course 
280 Park, The NFL HQ. 
 
 
TASO Quiz 
1.  Team A is in scrimmage kick formation.  The ball is snapped to the punter, A34, who is 12 yards behind 
the line of scrimmage.  He punts the ball, however, it goes off the side of his foot and hits 6 yards in front of 
him and toward his right.  The ball is untouched by Team B when A45 secures the ball after it bounced up to 
him, and he advances the ball over the line of scrimmage and runs for an apparent touchdown. 
 
2.  B55 roughs the passer on a TD by A.  Team A indicates that they want the penalty on the kickoff.  On the 
try, A is penalized for a block in the back behind the line of scrimmage.  After the penalty is walked off, it is 
A’s ball from the 13 for the try.  Team A captain then says they will now take the roughing penalty.  Allow or 
not? 
 
3.  A34 takes the pitch and runs for an apparent touchdown.  During the play, the clock ticked down to all 0’s 
(in the 2nd quarter) and A78 was flagged at the 10 yard line for a block in the back.  Options? 
 
4.  1st and 10 from the A 40-yardline.  Team A has six men on the line of scrimmage at the snap.  B21 
intercepts A12’s legal forward pass at the B 30-yardline, and on his return, B53 clips at the 50-yardline. 
 
5.  1st and 10 from the A 40-yardline.  Team A has six men on the line of scrimmage at the snap.  B21 
interceptsA12’s legal forward pass at the B 30-yardline, and on his return, B53 clips at the 50-yardline.  
During the runback, time expired in the half. 
 
6.  Fourth and eight from Team A’s 15-yard line.  B41 catches A22’s short punt on Team A’s 30-yard line and 
advances.  At Team A’s four-yard line, A33 bats the ball from B41’s grasp.  The ball bounces and A4 
recovers it at his own two-yard line.  A4’s original momentum takes him into his own end zone, where he is 
subsequently downed. 
 
7.  Fourth and goal from Team B’s three-yard line.  A81’s field-goal attempt is blocked in the neutral zone 
and strikes the ground at Team B’s six-yard line.  From 
his own four-yard line, B42 bats the ball backward 
across his goalline.  The ball bounces off the ground in 
the end zone, and A33 immediately recovers it. 
 
8.  B21 gives a fair catch signal on a punt, catches the ball at Team A’s 40-yard line and runs several yards.  
Well after the whistle has blown, B52 blocks A33 and knocks him down at Team A’s 30- yard line. 
 
9.  4th and 10 from the 50-yardline.  A 13 punts the ball high and deep.  A80, the gunner, sprints downfield 
and is standing in the endzone as the punt hits on the three yardline.  The ball bounces toward the goalline 
as A80 extends his hands back into the field of play and touches the ball at the ½ yard line, where it falls and 
comes to rest.  What is the down and distance and where is the ball located? 
 
10.  Team A’s punt crosses the neutral zone and is first touched by A68 at the B-35 yardline.  The ball is 
then picked up and advanced by B27 who returns it for 15 yards, where he fumbles and the ball is recovered 
by A19.  During B27’s return, B62 was guilty of a block in the back penalty at the B-40 yardline. 
 
 
 
 

Fourth and goal from team B’s 
three-yard line. 



Answers 
1.  Legal play, the touchdown stands.  RULE 6-1/KICKS SECTION 3.  Scrimmage Kicks Behind the Neutral 
Zone ARTICLE 1.  a.  A scrimmage kick that fails to cross the neutral zone continues in play.  All players 
may catch or recover the ball behind the neutral zone and advance it (A.R.  6-3-1-I-III). 
 
2.  No, once a decision is made by the captains, it can not be changed. 
 
3.  Team B can decline the penalty and let the touchdown stand, or they may enforce the BIB from the 10 
yard line, 1st and 10 from the B-20 yardline with one untimed play. 
 
4.  Team B has “clean hands” because they did not foul before they received the ball.  If they decline the 
penalty on Team A, they will keep the ball after enforcement of the 15 yard clipping penalty.  If they accept 
the penalty on team A, the penalties will offset and the down will be replayed.  Team A could decline the clip, 
however, then they would be penalized 5 yards for the illegal formation, and the down would be repeated.  
Regardless of the option selected, the clock will start on the snap. 
 
5.  Same options as before.  If both teams decline the penalties, it will be half time.  If either team accepts, 
there will be one untimed down – either for Team B if they decline the offsetting fouls, or for Team A if the 
offsetting fouls are accepted. 
 
6.  The momentum exception applies.  It will be Team A’s ball, first and 10 at its own two-yard line.  The 
change to the rule regarding impetus notes that if the ball becomes dead by rule behind its goal line and the 
impetus was imparted by the defending team, the result is a safety 
 
7.  Team A scores a safety.  Since the kick was untouched by Team B beyond the neutral zone, the ball is 
dead as soon as it hits the ground in Team B’s end zone.  Therefore, A81’s recovery is moot.  B41’s bat is 
legal but imparts new impetus.  Because the ball was declared dead in Team B’s end zone and B42 is 
responsible for the ball being there, Team A scores a safety. 
 
8.  Both penalties are enforced from the succeeding spot (Team A’s 40-yard line).  That will leave Team B 
with a new series starting at its own 40-yard line.  Because both fouls took place between series, the correct 
procedure is to administer all of the penalties, then set the chains. 
 
9.  It will be 1st and 10 for Team B from the ½ yardline.  The position of the feet is irrelevant (unless they are 
out of bounds) in this play, only the location of the ball matters.  If the ball does not break the plane of the 
goalline, it can not be a touchback. 
 
10.  Team A will not get to keep the ball under any circumstances.  If they accept the block in the back 
penalty, Team B will get the ball back after enforcement of the 10 yard penalty.  If they decline the block in 
the back penalty, Team B will get the ball at the spot of 
illegal touching.  The rule is carefully worded to say that 
the privilege for taking the ball at any spot of illegal 
touching is lost if a penalty is enforced on the play.  With 
no penalty enforcement, Team B can take the privilege of the illegal touching. 
 
 
The Frank Study Guide 
By Frank Kristensen, Newsletter editor 
 
I started including pre-snap lists for different positions from my Study Guide, and then, for some reason, I 
stopped. 
From now on, this will be a regular section in the Newsletter.  It will either be a pre-snap list of some sort, or it 
will be a discussion of some sort, like the one below, which examines the intricacies of the CHP. 
 
Two blocks on the same opponent where at least one block is low.  2-3-3 a-c.  3 different definitions: 
 
1.  Anywhere on the field: high, delay, low is illegal. 
 
2.  In the NZ, any combination with a low block when done by “non-adjacent” linemen.  Even without delay 
and regardless of whether the low block is first or second. 

If they decline the block in the 
back penalty… 



 
3.  Beyond the NZ, any combination with a low block when done by offensive players.  Even without delay 
and regardless of whether the low block is first or second. 
 
Behind the LOS 15 yards from previous spot. 
Beyond the LOS 15 yards from basic spot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chicken Soup 
By Frank Kristensen, Newsletter editor 
 
I recently finished reading a book called Chicken Soup for the sports fan's soul and I can whole-heartedly 
recommend anyone with an interest in sports to read it.  It is really good. 
It is not a book for officials as such, but being an official, we also love sports, so we definitely belong to the 
target group. 
 
The book is made up of short stories (1-3 pages) from the world of sports.  Most of them are about football, 
baseball and basketball, but many other sports are included. 
Some of them are told by or about professional athletes, like Steve Young, Joe Montana or Michael Jordan 
and some of them are told by parents, teachers, coaches, or even officials. 
They all tell stories about how sports can make people great, how potential is fulfilled, how courage is 
discovered, how friendship becomes lifelong, how famous people privately perceived famous moments in 
sports, and the list goes on. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed reading it.  At the end of the day, that is all I can say about this book. 
 
 
By the book 
In each of the following you are given a situation and at least two possible answers.   You are to decide 
which answer or answers are correct.   Note: In kicking situations, K is the kicking team, R the receiving 
team. 
Answers appear at the end of the Newsletter. 
 
1.  Second and 10 on team A’s 25 yardline midway in the second period.  A1 takes the snap and drops back 
to pass.  He evades a heavy rush and runs to his 28 yardline, then retreats back to his 22 yardline, from 
where he throws a forward pass that is caught by A2 at tam A’s 40 yardline and advanced to team A’s 45 
yardline. 

a. Legal play. 
b. A1’s pass is illegal. 
c. The penalty is enforced five yards from team A’s 22 yardline. 
d. The penalty is enforced five yards from team A’s 25 yardline. 
e. The penalty is enforced five yards from team A’s 28 yardline. 
f. The penalty includes loss of down. 

 
2.  Second and 10 on team A’s 25 yardline midway in the second period.  A1 takes the snap and drops back 
to pass.  He evades a heavy rush and throws a pass to A2, who makes the catch at his 23 yardline.  A2 
throws a forward pass that is caught by A3 at team A’s 40 yardline and advanced to team A’s 45 yardline. 

a. Legal play. 
b. A1’s pass is illegal. 
c. The penalty is enforced five yards from team A’s 23 yardline. 
d. The penalty is enforced five yards from team A’s 25 yardline. 
e. The penalty is enforced five yards from team A’s 45 yardline. 
f. The penalty includes loss of down. 

 
3.  K1 interferes with R2’s opportunity to make a fair catch at team K’s 30 yardline. 



a. Team R has the option of taking an awarded fair catch at team K’s 30 yardline. 
b. If accepted, the penalty is 15 yards from the previous spot. 
c. If accepted, the penalty is 15 yards from the spot of the foul. 
d. It is possible for team R to free-kick on the next down. 

 
 
Reprinted with written permission from Referee Magazine.   For subscription information contact Referee Magazine, PO 

Box 161, Franksville, Wis.   53216; phone 262/632-8855; e-mail: referee@referee.com; web: www.referee.com 
 
 
Practical stuff 
I have received an error message for these email addresses, so if there is any problems with the below 
addresses, please let me know. 
 
"alexarn"@pstore1.utanet.at 
 
 
By the book – Answers 
1: b, c, f.  (7-3-2-e) 
2: b,c,f.  (7-3-2-c) 
3: c.  (6-5-1-d, 7-1-2) 
 
 

Views and comments expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the EFAF Officiating Department.   
Articles and such may be shortened or edited. 


