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Editor’s Note 
You are absolutely right. March 1 was yesterday, but as you may recall at the clinic, my 
voice was very hoarse, and that was due to a cold, that I had to take care of, before I could 

find the energy to finish this Newsletter. I hope you all understand. 
 
I would like to thank everyone, who contacted me to show their 
appreciation for the Newsletter, and I especially want to thank 
Thomas Hofbauer and the Austrian Federation for the great shirt and 
their appreciation. It is great to know that what you do, touches 
people. 
 
At the clinic a couple of people, including Mike Wylde, approached 

me to say that they had never received the Newsletter, and that surprised me very much. 
Once again, I call on every country contact to go over the list of recipients to make sure 
that everyone from their country is included.  
 
And last but certainly not least I look forward to receiving all the pictures that were taken n 
Prague for publication in future Newsletters. I especially look forward to seeing the pictures 
taken Saturday night.  � 
 
And remember, if your colleagues are not receiving this Newsletter, please let me know.  
 
Enjoy 
Frank Kristensen 
Editor 
 
 
 



Educational dvds 
Everyone, who had ordered dvd’s before the clinic received them in Prague, but it is still 
possible to get them. Just let me know and we can work something out. 
 
Frank Kristensen 
Editor 
 
 

WWW5 
Weeks With Walt: A personal retrospect on last year’s NFLE season – Part 5 
by Lars C. Bernstein 
 
By now, you probably are all bored to death by my “novels”, and it is about time to finish off 
here, as this year’s NFLE season is already knocking on the door. So follow me through 
my final week with Walt. 
 
After watching some more film and just relaxing on Sunday, we spent the Monday after the 
game in Edinburgh, which is pretty neat as a city, pretty impressive as a castle, and pretty 
hard to pronounce correctly for a foreigner – the locals make it sound close to something 
like “Ehdinnbarra”. You might remember that we picked on Dale “Snuggles” Shaw a lot, 
but we tried to make up for it: one of his customers studied at Edinburgh university, so we 
went down there and took some pictures of Dale in the assembly hall, which is just 
impressing. After lunch, we kind of split up. As soon as Walt and Lee, our two NFL guys, 
were gone, it was like the teacher had left the class. So, we cut short on the castle tour 
Walt had recommended us, and instead spent more time in the Whisky heritage museum. 
We probably would not have gone there, if they had not advertised a free Whisky tasting 
after the tour. And when we came back to Glasgow later that night, Waxy O’Connor’s was 
still open… 
 
We spent Tuesday on a bus tour through the Highlands – well, a bus tour for some of us, 
the most expensive nap of their lives for others. But the tour to Sterling castle, through the 
Highlands and down to Loch Lomond was pretty informative and again, Scotland’s 
landscape is nothing less than impressive. Our tour guide was somewhat relaxed, always 
explaining how the historical facts he told us about compared to what was shown in the 
motion picture “Braveheart”. Too bad I had not seen the movie. Some of you might have 
heard the Scottish folk song about “Loch Lomond” (“You take the high road, and I take the 
low road, and I’ll be in Scotland afore ya”). On the way back, they played it on the bus. 
Keith, our Back Judge, had learned the song back in his school days, so he taught us the 
lyrics, and sure enough, we were singing the song in the back of the bus. Probably not 
exactly pretty, but we made up for it by singing it a little louder. Do I need to mention that 
Waxy O’Connor’s was still there when we came back… 
 
It appears to me that all NFL officials – or almost all Football officials, for that matter – are 
Golfers. And then, Scotland obviously is Golfer’s paradise. From what I understand, Golf 
basically was invented in St. Andrews. So for Wednesday, four of the guys had ordered a 
tee time ad Kingsbarns, right next to St. Andrews. I do not know anything about Golf 
(miniature golf does not count), but I figured just strolling over the course with the guys 
would be a nice long walk. Well, the weather made it a not so nice, yet even longer walk. 



And at “halftime” Paul, our Umpire, and I decided that nine holes was enough and that the 
clubhouse looked pretty inviting. Boy, is Golf boring. 
 
Thursday was our travel day, and we could not have chosen a worse day. That day, there 
was a major computer problem with air traffic control for Great Britain, so basically all 
flights were delayed, and the airports just were chaos – a local fellow official would refer to 
it as “one big cluster-fuck”. We were kind of lucky, because we were changed to an earlier 
flight, which was then actually leaving shortly after our regular flight should have gone. 
That brought us into Heathrow with a couple of minutes of delay. Unfortunately, our 
connecting flight left from another terminal, and the bus ride to that terminal and another 
30 minute jog (no kidding) finally brought us to the gate – just as the doors were closing. 
And for some reason nobody really understood, the not so friendly ladies at the desk 
would not let us on the plane. Well, we survived and finally made it into Amsterdam with a 
couple of hours of delay. Too bad our luggage did not make it. After a somewhat lengthy 
discussion, we found out the luggage was not going to make it before Friday, so we took 
our little British Airways “emergency packages” and went to the hotel. 
 
Most if not all of you have heard Jim D. talk about Amsterdam. He likes it for all those 
historic places. I will tell you about those in a little while. But first, we were hungry. And 
right next to our hotel there was this little place Walt and Lee had been talking about for 
days: Coco’s Outback. The sign also says “Warm beer and lousy food”, but I cannot 
confirm that. They offer all-you-can-eat spare ribs and chicken, and those must have been 
the biggest racks of ribs I have seen in my live. Boy, did we eat. Sure enough, we needed 
a little walk after dinner, so we went to take a quick glance at some of the historic places I 
mentioned above. Well, for most of us Europeans or at least for me as a German it is not 
that exciting – haven’t we all seen red-light districts before? But it definitely is special for 
Americans, so we strolled the streets for a while, more or less enjoying the more or less 
beautiful sights. 
 
But as a tourist in Amsterdam, there is more you have to do, for example take a canal tour, 
and we got that out of the way on Friday. I had done it before, but it gives you a good 
impression about what Amsterdam is like. Snuggles was a great Heineken fan, so we did 
him the favor and took a brewery tour, which was better than expected. I already 
mentioned that Walt gives a presentation each year at the NFLE Officials Clinic about 
getting around in Europe. He has a couple of things to say about Amsterdam, for example 
“Never sit in the first three rows”, and “Always have an eye on the monkey”. I never knew 
what that was supposed to mean. I found out that night, when we went “window-shopping” 
again. But we want to keep this newsletter clean, so you will have to ask me about 
details… 
 
A soccer match between The Netherlands and Ireland was scheduled for Saturday, so all 
day long Amsterdam was orange and green. We discovered the city individually, and I took 
quite some time to visit the Anne Frank house. Somewhat aggrieving, but yet very 
impressive. If you are in Amsterdam and have an hour left, go see it. By a strange 
coincidence, Jim D. was our observer for the next day’s game. And sure enough, we spent 
another hour or so downtown, “window-shopping”. Well, I guess it is okay to whet your 
appetite, as long as you eat at home. 
 
The game on Sunday was meaningless, at least from a standings point of view. It certainly 
is not meaningless to the players, as some if not most of them are still dreaming of getting 



hired by a NFL team. So you want to work it just as any other game in the season. Do not 
get me wrong – the last game of the season is special to some extent, as you know that 
you will have to wait almost another year for the next one. But then again, there is so much 
to do before kick off that you easily get back into your routine. The game itself went rather 
smooth, except for a small encounter I had with the Admirals special teams coach 
sometime in the third quarter. They lined up sloppy on a punt, with the tackles so far back I 
was afraid I was getting downgraded if I did not flag the illegal formation. I decided to go 
for the talk-to instead, asking the coach as kindly as I possibly could to move the tackles 
up to the line next time. I am not sure whether he misunderstood me or whether he was 
upset because of something else, but he went absolutely berserk. Well, it looks like I have 
to work on my communication with the coaches. 
 
The review meeting went rather smooth and fast, and when we broke up the meeting, 
there was that sad feeling that the 2004 season was over. I was the first one to fly out the 
next morning, so I said good-bye to everybody. But the night was still somewhat young, so 
I joined Paul, Tim, Dale, and Keith out for another beer in one of the little bars right around 
the hotel. 
 
Needless to say, I could not wait for the 2005 season. But the things I learned during the 
2004 season certainly helped me a lot in our GFL season, so I really enjoyed our domestic 
season, too. And now, the 2005 season is just a couple of weeks away. 
 
Let me close my series of articles by saying this: Entering my third year in the NFLE, I kind 
of hate the policy to rotate us Europeans out after three years. But on the other hand, my 
first two years in the league were such a great experience, that I wish that all of you out 
there could participate in it. And from that point of view, the policy is okay, I guess. 
 
 

The secret of Mojo and Friday Night Lights 
In early February my wife and I went on a week’s vacation to the Canary Islands west of 
the continental Africa. I had decided not to bring anything Rules-related, but I couldn’t go 
without at least a few football-related items, so I packed a couple of books I had just 
purchased on amazone.com.  
All I knew about them was, that they were both about high school football in Texas. The 
first book is called “The secret of Mojo” and it is about a school in Odessa, in West Texas, 
called the Permian Panthers. It was written by a local 
fan and it describes with great enthusiasm the 
different seasons, players and coaches. It paints 
a picture of a great team and it seems almost 
magical, looking at the number of victories and the 
way some of the games were won. Also this high 
school team has an astro turf field in a stadium, which 
seats 20,000 spectators. 
 
After reading this book, I was wondering if the 
next book “Friday Night Lights” would be able to 
match it.  If there would be another school in Texas 
with the same kind of story. 
 



As I found out, the answer to my own question was both yes and no. It turned out that both 
books were about the same team and the same school, but it also turned out that they told 
very different stories about the team. 
 
Where “The secret of Mojo” was written by a fan, “Friday Night Lights” was written by a 
Pulitzer-award winning author, and he was less impressed with Mojo (the secret 
ingredient, supposedly responsible for the magic of the football team). His book tells the 
story of ruthless coaches, and students, who practically do not go to class during football 
season. He tells the story of the town’s history and how football is viewed in Odessa and in 
most of Texas. As the cover of the book says: One of Sports Illustrated’s top 5 sports 
books of all time. 
 
For my part, it was coincidence and pure luck, that I read the two book in the order that I 
did, but it helped me get into the Mojo-spirit first before the naked truth was slammed in my 
face. I can absolutely recommend both books and I can absolutely recommend reading 
them right after each other and in the same order as I did. 
 
Jim van Geffen, Texas high school official: 
Friday Night Lights is right on the money.  Coaches here are not hired or retained because 
they are nice people.  They are hired and fired based just on their won and loss record. 
 
For more information about the books, please contact me. 
 
Frank Kristensen 
Editor 
 
 

EFAF Official profile 
Name: Arnold Bark Buys  Age: 39 
 
Job: Appraiser 
Family status: + girlfriend 
 
Number of years as an EFAF official:  
10 
 
Highlights as EFAF official:  
Eurobowl 03, EJC 1996, 2000 and 2004 
 
Highlights as national official:  
Tulip Bowls 
 
Did you play football before becoming an official?  
Yes 
 
Highlights as player:  
’85-’90 Amsterdam Rams, ’90-’95 Amsterdam Crusaders, ’91 Eurobowl winner, ’92 
Eurobowl winner, ’93 Eurobowl Final, 4 national championships. 
 
What do you do, to improve as an official?  



Clinics: Great lakes (Honig’s) 
NFLE (three) 
EFAF (six) 
Games/games/games 
 
 

TASO Quiz 
For all questions, answer with the correct down and distance, foul if applicable, penalty 
enforcement options, and the status of the clock. Some may be true or false.  
 
1. 4th and 8 from the A 23-yard line, clock running. From a scrimmage kick formation, A33 
is an exception to the numbering rule and is on the line of scrimmage next to the right tight 
end, A88. Prior to the snap, A88 shifts into the backfield, while the left flanker steps up to 
the line, thus keeping 7 players on the line of scrimmage. The punter then walks up to the 
center for a hand-to-hand snap and on the play, he throws a pass to A33 for a gain of 12 
yards.  
 
2. B12 is standing at his 10-yard line when he muffs a punt. The kick hits his shoulder pad 

and bounds high into the air. A80 leaps toward the 
ball, and receives the ball (which has not touched the 
ground) while airborne and goes out of bounds at the 
B 9-yard line.  
 
3. 1st and 10 for Team A from the A 30-yard line. 
Quarterback A12 drops back to pass. A75 is blocking 
B99 behind the neutral zone. B99 beats the block of 
A75 and as contact is lost between the two, A47 
dives at the knees of B99 knocking him off his feet. 
The pass is incomplete to A80.  
 
4. 2nd and 3 from the A 23-yard line. A21 catches a 
forward pass at the A 25-yard line and fumbles. A24 
picks up the fumble and advances to the A 30-yard 

line. On the play, quarterback A7 was roughed by B99.  
 
5. With 2 seconds on the clock, Team A faces 4th and 15 from their 20-yard line. They 
punt the ball to B23. Time expires for the first quarter prior to A23, the gunner, bumping 
B23 prior to B23 touching the punt. B23 fields the punt at the B 45-yard line and runs to 
the 50 before he is tackled.  
 
6. True or False – Each team is limited to no more than 60 persons not in uniform on their 
sideline during the game.  
 
7. True or False – One of the NCAA and TASO points of emphasis for this year is sideline 
control. Both codes agree that coaches can be within in the restricted area (first two yards 
off the sideline) or on the field as long as they are behind the play (in the offensive 
backfield).  
 
8. True or False - When giving a sideline warning, officials are instructed to throw a flag. 
The wing official will then notify head coach, go to Referee and report the violation. Both 



officials will record the warning and the Referee will signal the warning to the sideline that 
has been warned.  
 
9. True or False – Officials must wear shoes that are entirely black in color. Austin Football 
Chapter, TASO – Weekly Quiz  
 
10. True or False - An official should drop a beanbag anytime the quarterback can not 
handle the snap cleanly.  
 
11. 2nd and 4 for team A from their 30-yard line. Team A is in formation with only 10 
players and the play clock running. A88 enters the field and assumes a wide receiver 
position inside the nine-yard marks. Running back A34 gains three yards on the play.  
 
12. After the play 11, Team A assumes its formation quickly following the dead ball and 
does not substitute. Running back A34 gains 1 yard and is tackled by B55 who grasps, but 
does not twist, his facemask.  
 
13. A37 encroaches on Team A's free kick, which is caught by B19 who then fumbles on 
his 20yard line. The ball is recovered and advanced by A65 who subsequently fumbles at 
the B 15yard line. B46 recovers the fumble and is downed at the Team B 10-yard line.  
 
14. 4th and goal on B’s 4-yard line. Clock is running with 10 second left in the 4th quarter. 
QB A18 is sacked on the B 12-yard line. B96 was offside on the play. After the sack, 2 
seconds were left on the clock.  
 
15. 4th and 10 from A’s 12-yard line, 20 seconds left on the clock in the 2nd quarter. The 
punt is blocked by B78 but does not cross the neutral zone. A 44 recovers the ball and 
throws a pass to A 80 who runs to the A 45-yard line, where he is tackled in bounds with 4 
seconds left on the clock.  
 
16. 4th and goal from the B 2-yard line. QB A15 muffs the snap, which is recovered by A44 
who advances for a touchdown. Time expired on the play. Should the officials allow the 
score, and should a beanbag be used on the play?  
 
17. Fourth and 10 on the 50. A6's punt hits the ground on B's 10 and rolls toward B's end 
zone. A82 bats the ball back towards A's goal line when the ball is on B's 1 forcing the ball 
into B44 at B's 5. The ball continues to roll towards A's goal line when B64 holds A56 on 
B's 10 to prevent A56 from recovering the ball. A89 falls on the ball on B's 12.  
 
18. Fourth and 2 on B's 12. On the last timed down of the second half, the score is A20-
B23. A6's field goal attempt from B's 19 is blocked. A7 recovers the ball on B's 17, 
scrambles, and throws a forward pass. B43 intercepts A7's pass in B's end zone and 
advances to B's 4 where he is downed. Prior to the pass, B92 grabbed and twisted A82's 
face mask on B's 5. Team A had six players on the line at the snap.  
 
19. True or False - All team A players shall have been between the 9-yard marks after a 
team timeout, an injury timeout, an electronic media timeout, or the end of a period.  
 
20. True or False – The extra period begins when the ball is first snapped. Austin Football 
Chapter, TASO – Weekly Quiz  



 
 
Answers 
1. Because A33 was an exception to the 
numbering rule, he can not be legally the end 
person on the line. He must be covered up. 
Therefore, he is in an illegal position at the 
snap, which is a live ball foul. Team B will most 
likely accept the penalty, thus it will be 4th and 
13 from the A 18-yard line, and the clock will 
start on the ready (it was stopped to award 
Team A a first down).  
 
2. 1st and 10 for Team B from the B 9-yard 
line. Team A did not have possession of the 
ball in the field of play, therefore, it belongs to Team B at the location the ball crossed the 
sideline. Clock starts on the snap.  
 
3. Foul for a chop block on A75 and A47. B99 was still in contact with or confronting A75 
and the block by A47 was at the thigh or below. The 15-yard penalty is enforced from the 
previous spot, 1st and 25 on the 15-yard line clock starts on the snap (incomplete pass).  
 
4. Penalize 15-yards for the roughing penalty, from the end of the last run. There was no 
change of possession on the down, therefore, the 15-yard penalty is assessed from the A 
30yard line, 1st and 10 for Team A from the A 45-yard line, clock on the ready (stopped to 
award a first down).  
 
5. Foul for interference with the opportunity to catch a kick. The penalty is 15 yards from 
the spot of the foul. If Team B selects the penalty, it will be their ball, 1st and 10 from the A 
40yard line and one untimed play will be run due to the extension of the period for the 
accepted penalty.  
 
6. False. Under NCAA rules, this is a true statement, however, the UIL exceptions allow for 
as many people as the schools want to be on their sideline.  
 
7. False. This is a safety issues. Coaches, players, and authorized team personnel are not 
allowed in the restricted area nor on the field. Officials need to be diligent in keeping this 
area clear for safe game administration purposes.  
 
8. True. This is the mechanic spelled out in the TASO 5 man mechanics on page 49 (top 
of the first paragraph continued from page 48). While there is no penalty for the warning, 
the flag is used as a visual deterrent for future violations.  
 
9. False – The TASO mechanics manual now allows for shoes that are predominantly 
black. The change allows for white on the shoe (athletic logos, etc).  
 
10. False. The only time an official needs to drop a beanbag on a backward pass (the 
snap is always a backward pass) is when the backward pass happens beyond the neutral 
zone or on plays where there is no neutral zone. Austin Football Chapter, TASO – Weekly 
Quiz  



 
11. Legal substitution (7-1-3-a). Team A will be warned that additional use of this tactic will 
be under the jurisdiction of (3-5-2-e). The intent of the rule is to prevent Team A from 
gaining an advantage through the substitution process.  
 
12. Legal play. If no substitution is involved, Team A does not have to wait for Team B to 
get ready. This is a basic hurry up offense and Team A can run this all game without being 
in violation of the substitution rules. The 5-yard penalty for the face mask will be added on 
to the end of the run, 1st and 10 for Team A on their 39-yard line, clock on the ready (it 
was stopped to award them a first down and to administer the penalty, however, the first 
down trumps the penalty, therefore, clock on the ready).  
 
13. Team B's ball, first-and-10 at the Team B 10-yard line or kick again following a five 
yard penalty at the previous spot (6-1-2-a) (A.R. 6-1-2-V and A.R. 6-1-2-VI). The 
enforcement privilege at the end of "Team B's run" does not include a second change of 
team possession following the end of the kick.  
 
14. 4th and goal for Team A from the B 2-yard line, clock on the snap. The clock was 
stopped to award a 1st down to Team B (turnover on downs), therefore it will start on the 
snap.  
 
15. A’s ball, 1st and 10 from the A-45 yard line, clock on the snap. The clock was stopped 
at the end of a legal kick down and to award a first down to team A. The legal kick down 
trumps the first down award, therefore, the clock is on the snap.  
 
16. The touchdown counts. The snap is a backward pass and not a fumble, therefore the 
advance is legal. No beanbag should be used on the play, it will only cause confusion.  
 
17. B's ball, 1st and 10, on B's 5. A82 and A89 both commit illegal touching violations but 
that is not relevant in this play. B44 is deemed not to have touched the kick because the 
ball was batted by A82 into A44. Post scrimmage kick enforcement applies since Team A 
is not in legal possession of the ball when the down ends. The basic enforcement spot is 
B's 12, the end of the kick. The 10-yard penalty is enforced half the distance from B's 10, 
the spot of the foul.  
 
18. A's ball, 4th and 2, on B's 12; extend period. The fouls are offsetting. There are no 
other options. Post scrimmage kick enforcement does not apply since the kick did not 
cross the neutral zone. The pass was a legal forward pass.  
 
19. True.  
 
20. True.  
 
Austin Football Chapter, TASO – Weekly Quiz  
 
 

By the book 
In each of the following you are given a situation and at least two possible answers. You 
are to decide which answer or answers are correct. Note: In kicking situations, K is the 
kicking team, R the receiving team. 



Answers appear at the end of the Newsletter. 
 
1. Team A has the ball, third and eight at team A’s 22 yardline. As quarterback A1 drops 
back to pass, linebacker B1 initiates contact and grabs tight end A2 at team A’s 26 
yardline as A2 attempts to run a pass pattern A1 throws a legal forward pass toward A2 at 
team A’s 30 yardline, but safety B4 hits A2 before the pass arrives. The pass falls 
incomplete. 

a. B1’s contact is legal since it occurred within five yards of the line of scrimmage. 
b. B1’s contact is defensive holding. 
c. B1’ contact is defensive pass interference. 
d. B4’s contact is legal. 
e. B4’s contact is defensive holding. 
f. B4’s contact is defensive pass interference. 
g. Team A can accept both penalties. 
h. Team A will get an automatic first down regardless of which penalty it accepts. 

 
2. R1 muffs K2’s punt beyond the neutral zone. While the ball is loose, K3 uses his 
shoulder to block R4 in the back above the waist while attempting to recover the loose ball. 

a. Legal block since K3 is attempting to recover a loose ball. 
b. Legal block since team R muffed the punt. 
c. Legal block under any circumstances. 
d. K3 is guilty of a block in the back. 
e. K3 is guilty of clipping. 

 
3. Team A trails 7-6, with the clock running and 48 seconds remaining in the quarter. 
Team A has the ball at team B’s 11 yardline. A1’s run for no gain leaves team A with 
second and 10 from team B’s 11 yardline. Team A does not huddle and sets in a formation 
immediately. All team A players are set and the ball is legally snapped following the ready 
signal. 

a. Team A should be flagged for unsportsmanlike conduct. 
b. Team A should be flagged for a false start. 
c. Team A must allow team B to substitute. 
d. Legal only if it’s the second or fourth quarter and team A is obviously in a hurry-up 

offense. 
e. Legal under any circumstance. 

 
4. A run by A1 leaves the ball close to the line to gain. Substitute A12 runs onto the field to 
serve as a second tight end, replacing wide receiver A2. After A2 is on the sideline, the 
referee stops the clock and orders a measurement. The measurement shows team A 
achieved the line to gain. 

a. A2 must return for the next play. 
b. A2 may not return for the next play under any circumstance. 
c. If either team is granted a charged team timeout, A2 may return. 
d. A2 may return for the next play under any circumstance. 

 
Reprinted with written permission from Referee Magazine. For subscription information contact Referee 

Magazine, PO Box 161, Franksville, Wis. 53216; phone 262/632-8855; e-mail: referee@referee.com; web: 
www.referee.com 

 
 



Practical stuff 
I have received an error message for these email addresses, so if there is any problems 
with the below addresses, please let me know. 
 
oliver@wintgenundpartner.de 
erwinvanhouten@xs4all.nl 
umpire@a1.net 
cursch@attbi.com 
 
 
By the book - Answers 
 
1: b, f, h. (7-3-8, 9-3-4-e) 
2: d. (9-3-3-c exc. 3) 
3: e. (3-5-2-e) 
4: c, d. (3-5-2-d) 
 
 
Views and comments expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the EFAF Officiating Department. Articles 

and such may be shortened or edited. 


